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Abstract

The opinions of researchers differed about the attitude of Christians in the East during the
Islamic-Crusader conflict. Some of them considered their position to favor the Muslims
against the Crusaders, while, others believed the opposite. In fact, supported by sources and
facts, we find that the two opinions are not accurate, but their position changed from time to
time according to the data of events. The cooperation of the eastern Christians with the
Crusaders began to expand. In addition to the Byzantines, the Armenians joined them, by
giving advice to the Crusaders and providing them with experts to guide them on the easiest
and shortest way to their experience in the region. The Armenians and Greeks of Tarsus
begged Tancred to seize their city. The Armenian ruler of Edessa was (Thoros), who was
satisfied with the arrival of the Crusaders, Therefore, he sent an ambassador to Tel-Basher to
Baldwin, urging him to come, and he will take Baldwin as his son and heir. Therefore, Baldwin
entered Edessa, and its people, ruler, and Armenian clergy welcomed him with great glee, then
he established his first Crusader principality in the East. The Christians in Palestine saw that
it was better for them to be under the rule of Muslims than to become under the rule of the
Franks, but some Eastern Christians kept their cooperation with the Crusaders. When the
campaign army was marching towards Jerusalem, messengers came to the princes from the
city of Bethlehem, asking them to rid them of the Muslims. Tancred and Baldwin hurried to
Bethlehem. And the people of the city came out in procession, carrying religious relics and
crosses from the Church of the Nativity, to welcome their saviors.
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